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WASHINGTON “ Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced                today that the town of Southwick will receive a USDA Rural Development                loan for $1,570,000 and a $642,000 grant to construct phase II of                the three-stage sewer project which will replace the failing septic                systems in the Congamond Lake area.  The project was developed                on the basis of 254 users and includes five pumping stations, 135                grinder pumps and sewage collection lines.              

Congressman Olver recently met with Rural Development Regional                Director Bill Bradley to discuss the funding for Southwick, and                to ensure that the town°s application would be successful.              

œIt is essential that we provide our communities with the financial                support they need to protect and enhance their water systems," Olver                said.              

œThe mission of USDA Rural Development is to enhance the quality                of life for all rural Americans. I am proud of the commitment by                federal agencies such as Rural Development to improve the health                and lives of residents in western Massahusetts,” Olver continued.              

"I have worked closely with USDA Rural Development on behalf of                Southwick and I will continue to work diligently to ensure that                the town°s infrastructure needs are met,” Olver remarked.              

Southwick has been under orders from the State Department of Environmental                Protection to remove a significant source of nutrient inflow to                Lake Congamond, eliminate the problems of septic system failure                in the town°s commercial center, to eliminate problems of failing                septic system throughout the town, and to protect the town°s surface                and groundwater resources.              

USDA estimates that 2.5 million rural residents have serious problems                with drinking water availability, dependability and quality.              

USDA°s water and sewer loan program is one of the most successful                federal aid programs in the country.                

                              For more information on the project, please contact Karl Stinehart,                Chief Administrative Officer for town of Southwick at 413-569-5995.             
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